Moscow, With, May, 1882. Many of our readers will doubtless remember the hotlycontested controversies which were waged in the press towards the end of the fifth decade of this century, regarding what is popularly known as the " women's question." Writers discussed and advocated the privileges of women, and their having equal rights with men, and demonstrated the necessity which the spread of education imposed of extending their sphere of activity and usefulness. At this time there appeared in the columns of the Sovremennik several remarkable and convincing articles from the pen of Mikhailofli. These articles, which were widely read and commented upon, roused the serious attention of the public, and from that time, little by little, the question of women's rights was removed from the domain of theory to the region of practice. Timidly, however, and in scraps were these precious " rights" extended to women, in support of which so many arguments had been adduced in the press, and which, it appears, had many ardent supporters. The Notwithstanding this, as is doubtless known to many of our readers, the Minister of War has lately stated that he does not find it convenient to retain under his control the medical courses Of instruction for women, and desires to hand them over to some other department. The Minister of Public Instruction also on being applied to replied that it was impossible for him to take them under his direction, and at the present time it appears more than probable that these courses will be transferred at an early date to' the General Municipal Council of St. Petersburgh. We do not doubt that this-change will be for the best, and that the Municipal Council of the?Capital will honorably and thoroughly fulfil the obligations it is about to accept, and will accord to this movement the full measure of development which its rights demand.
It is time, it is indeed full time, that this important question should be dealt with definitely, with a view to its being placed on a permanent and satisfactory basis.
